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Correspondence between Gerrit Smith, Esq.
of Iﬁ'fot'rbnru‘, N. Y., and the Rev, Wil-
liam Winans, of Mississippi.

Our readers will recognize in the follow-
ing correspondence the names of individu-
als which are familiar to the reading pub-
lic, Considering their standing before
the ecommunity in which they live, it
would be impertinent in us to make any
rematks respecting either of their commu-
nications, ‘They speak for themselves.—
The correspondence itsel( contains an ae-
count ol the history of its introduction and
prugress. Considering all the circum
etances of the cuse, we have concluded to
give both communications an insertion in-
1o our columans, which we think, knowing
the purties, will not be objectionable to
Sither.~Christian Advocate § Journal.

From Zion’s Watehman.
LETTER
¥ROM O. SMITH, ESQ. OF N. Y. TO THE REV.
WM, WINANS, OF MISSISSIPPIL.

Dear Sir:—~Among the letters received
months ago, nnd unanswered, by reason
of unexpecied and pressing claims upon
my time, 13 & kind-hearted and interesting
one [rom your pen,

You inform me, that “the Methodist
Church have underiaken to erect n large,
substantial place of worship” in N. O¢-
leans—and you invite me to share in the

South Carolina and Georgia,
of the northern states, one of the western
States, and one of Canada, Of the seven
last mentioned, only one cometo this in-
stitution from the north. But he was not
sent here by abolitionists; (or he is not on-
ly opposed to them in principle, and fa-
vorable to (slavery) southern institutions,
but he is preparing to leave all that he
holds dear in this land, that he may spend
hisdays on heathen shores,
to the rest, they came to us from the bo-
soms of Meathen shores. With
the rest, they camo to ug from the
of southern families, from southerna
emies and colleges, from communities v
(rposed 1o the schemes of abelition-
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by southern presbyteries or southern men.
They have never been charged
tertaining sentiments favorable to aboli-
tion, and inimical of the south. They
now authorize us to contradict all the
statements which have been made against
them; and further say that they consider
their present residence here, together with
their former residence, in most instances
for several years, in this and other parts
of the south a sufficieat evidence of their
friendly regard to slavery, southern inati-

| trust, my dear sir, that you will,
afler having read this letter, excuse me
for not sending a contribution toward the
erection of the New Orleans chapel.—~
Much as I should be pleased to gratily the
writer of so pleasant and kind a latter, as
that you have written to me; and much as
I should be gratified in having my white
brethren of the south suppose that | cher-
ish towards them a generous and brother-
ly spirit as stron
me their good will and praises in the days
of my colonization delusion, my conscience
nevertheless, will pot permit me to com-
ly with your request. So far,indeed,am
[rom feeling at liberty to comply with it,
that [ am doubting whether the true God;
the God of the B:'El

expense of erecting it, 1 have a quesiion
o put to you. Suppose | were invited to

swer that | am not at liberty to promote
uny form of ldolutrous worship.

The religion of the south, as you well
know, sanctions that code of laws which
forbids marringe and reading; which in-
vests hundreds of thousands of petty ty-
rants with the power of separating hus-
bands from their wives—and which, by
meang of whippings and various bratal
treatmant of parents, that it authorizes,
make such parents vile and contemptible
in the eyes of their children,

The religion ol the bible, on the contra-
ry,the religion of the true God enjoins
marriage aud the searching of the scrip-
tures; commands husbands to dwell with
their wives, and commands children to

and oppressed, is willing that | should con-
|tribute to those benevolent societies which
contribute 1o the cost of erectiong a hea- | send their agents to the south after a share
then temple, could I innocently comply |of the opails of slavery, These agents
with the request?  You will promptly an- [are very liable to learn and adopt the reli-
gion of the south; the religion which justi-
fies the oppression and murder of the Sav-
iour's poor; and some of them not content
with preaching it there return to preach it
at the north. "That they preach it there
is a matter of course; for to preach the
whole religion of the Bible there would be
not only to defeat the end of their mission
to those who persevere inshutting their
ears against the 58th chapter uﬁmlah,
the 22d chapter of Jeremiah,and number-
less other portions of the Bible, and who
will not give their money, save on the con-
dition that smooth things only are proph-
ecied to them; but to declare the whole of
God’s testimony south of Mason's and Dix-
on’s line, woult{

to certain destruction.

honor their parents. Now, 1 take it for
granted, that the religion which isto be
preached in the “place of worship,” which
you invite me to assist in preparing, is
the religion of the south, aad | putit to
your cundor, whether it is not therefore,
fuirly to be considered an idolatrous “place
of worship.” You will, of course, admit
that the religion preached at the south is
not the whole of the true religion. You
may not, howaver, be so ready to admit,
that it therefore desorves to becla:med}
with false religions, and its temples with
heathen temples.  Now | do not say, that
the religion of the south is as false as ma-
ny religions are, |admit that it presents
far more of truth than most of them do.—
All 1 insist on is, that it does not set forth
the whole testimony of the God of the Bi-
ble;and it is therefore to be numbered
with i lse religions, and its chapels with
places of idol worship, Let me add, that
the true God mutilated is as certainly an
idol asis any god to which the nations of
the east bow down.

It grieves me to know that there are
some good men at the north who continue
their contributions towards sustaining the
religion of the south. [n a spiritof mis
!ukh:d i‘mlerylul and Christian eeling they
yield 1o solicitations for aid to build south~
ern houses of worship, and endow prafes-
sorships in southern theological semina-
ries. They know not what they do. T
such solicitations | have myself yielded.—
Knowing not what | did, | on one oecusion
put my hand in my pocket in behalf of the

theofugical seminary at Columbia, 8. Ot‘ _

and now | have the pain of seeing my
employed in propagating a slave-holding
Chrisuanity. In proof that this is the
type of the christianity of that seminary,
and that its students cannot be rmFucud,
il indeed their Hmrsonl can be sale, un-
less they manilest their frieadship for
slavery, | copy the following article, which
was published a few months ago, in the
Southern Christian Herald, to allay an ex-
citement against the northern born mem-
burs of the school, which unchecked, would
not improbably have resulted in tho lynch-
ing of the obnoxious students:— .
“At present the number ol students is

tweaty, of whom thirleen are natives of

who, excepting the beloved sisters, Sarah
and Angelina Grimke, is doing more than
any other child of the south to promote its
salety and best interests, accompanied me
a few weeks since, toa village, where we
addressed several anti-slavery meetings.
Unhappily, an agent of one of our nation-
al benevolent societies had been there a
few days befure with the southern religion
upon his lips. Repeatedly did I hear of
his apologies for slavery, and of their un-
happy intluence on those, or at least, soine
of those, to whom he had made thewm.

The apostle requires us to “remember
them that are in bonds as bound with
them;” and if we are to remember them
a8 bound with them ourselves, it follows,
as the degree of sympathy for our chil-
dren is no greater than for ourselves, that
we arealso o remember them as though
our children were bound with them.—
Now, could northern men, if their own
children were among the plundered ones,
be as ready asthey now are to send agents
after southern pluader? Would they re-
joice, as they now do, at the sight of the
money with which those agents return la
den, ifthe tears and bload which stain it
were the tears and blood c;i{ !bo!ir own ?l.lil-
dren? Butl forgot myself: |am writing
as if my letter s:ira {nlanded for an abo- | gion wh

d the command, “Open thy [that by which you would vindicate your
ml;nforomey dumb in the eause of all | refusal to contribute to the ereu%t:i of a
such sg are appointed to
the earnest request of your friend,

Pelai-boro‘, N. Y., August 7, 1837.

Gerrit Smith, ire,

Dear 8ir 1| _ !
sufficiently competent judge, in matiers of | whether they will not to refund you with
courlesy, to decide upon 1
that respect, of mmri:lg n privale
in the columns of a public journal. !
my sense of what is due to a correspon- [be my fault if' tha¢ source of s
dent would have rendered it impossible| were not soon dried up. | shail not even
for me to have done so; unless, indeed,|pass a judgment an the
there occurred to me no other method af | course pursued h{
introducing to the public some truth of ve-| Herald, in publishing
ry great importance. And, as 1 cannet |five northern born st

horl r course in
this matter to my viewso
tion which is due from man to mas.

five nvu

Your answer to what you are

letter.

found its way to my hands; and then it
peared in the form of a
tion. I am not
long in reaching me, thou
The woader is that it atall. Pa.
pers, such as the “Friend o =rpar-
don me for considering this title & gross
misnomer—such papers, | say, have no
wneul circulation thia mn_t;{.—

hatever moral infldence such publica-
tions may exert in your country, Aere
they are inoperative. And the thousands
of dollars which are expended to array a
moral power against slavery, are doing
nothing where, it seems to me, it can alone
be mmFe to exertan influence against it<=
in the south. Unless it is intended to dis-
member the south from the Union, by vio-
lating the pledges of the constituson on
the subject, the vituporations against slave-
ry and slaye-holders of the south, in which
abolitionists are indulging themselves in
the north, have, and can have no tenden-
cy to dispose those who alone have any
control over the business towards the e-
mancipation ained at. Buttw return. |
regretied that [ was so long in receiving
your letter; and was exceedingly surpri-
sed that it was in a public form. This
was at war withall I had conceived of your
disposition and character, In you [ ex-
pected to find the courtesy of a christian
gentleman, and the unstooping dignity of
well-taught magonamity. But your letter
has come; and though [, who should, in
reason, have been the first, am, perhaps,
the fifty thousandth reader of it, | rejoice
in being enabled by itat last, to learn the
result of my well-intended application to
you for aid in planting the Gospel siandard
in the city of New Orleans.

[ readily grant that you would not be
obliged, nor even at liberty to assist in
erecting a heathen temple in New Or-
leans: but | am not at all prepared to
grant that the religion of the south sanc.
tions any thing whatever, in the eode of
existing laws or in the institations of Lou-
isiana, which is incompatible with the doe-
trines or precepts of the Bible; or that
“the religion preached iu the south is not
the whole ol’tLlc true religion.” | am iny-
sellidentified with the religion of the south;
and I appeal to Heaven that I have for al-
most twenty-seven years, been preaching
the whole of the true religion,to the best ol
my understanding. Itis true that professors
of religion in the south may, as profes.
sors of religion in the north do, sometimes
sanction things which are incongruous to
the pure Gospel of Christ; but this no
more convicts the religion of the south
than it does the religion of the north of ei-
ther heathenism or imperfection. | men
shall hold themselves excused from assis-
ting in building churches, till all who pro-
fess religion are orthodox in opinion and
apright in practice, they may appropriate
their money otherwise till the day of doom,
But I will not affect to misunderstand
you. You mean to say, | suppose, that
the religion of the south sanctions slavery;
or at least, that it does not denounce it as
criminal, It does, However, just as the
Saviour and his apostles did, when they
preached the whole of the true religion,
in countries where slavery prevailed. It
lays down & enforces the same principles,
urges the same precepts, denounces the
same threatnings, and presents the same
inducements which those masters of the
true religion did in similar circumstances.
[t condemns slavery as clearly and as
strongly as any one or all those ever did;
and it goes no farther towards sanctioning
the abuses of slavery than they did. Itis
this sort of religion for which a sanctuary
in'New Orleans is contemplated, and for
aid in the providing of which I took the
liberty ol‘mliciting you; and it is, more-
over, such a religion as that which you
have assumed the responsibility of pro-
nouncing heathepism in its character.—
Would you sir, have met the requisition
of St. Paul, to aid in propagating the reli-

he taught in Emne, at Ephe-
, by such an excuse as

With regard

rd to

they came recommended either

with en-

us that which gaincd

e; the God of the poor

rsons
irney,

be to expose their
James G.

That you may ‘soon become |sus, or

Methodist Church in the city of New Or-
loans? And yet, I assuro you, the Gos-
pe! it in intended to preach in that church is
n extenso and in detail, the same Gospel

which that “"“L':,\"'"’""“' to those cities.
I leave the theological seminary at Co-
not consider mysell a|lumbis, Souwth Carolina, to determine

destruction,” is
GERRIT SMITH.

propriety, in |interest, the donation you made to that

letter | institution, and” which you now regret.
jou But| Were I one of its Trustoes, it should not
our sorrows
of t

the Southern mli‘:

that you weve at any lose for a |tion, concerning slavery, with & view to
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igical seminary nrpmvod of the prac
i%e of lynching abolitionists, though they

noé abolitionists, from all liability to being
lynched as such.

_ If you mean to say that you trust “tHi
I will seo displayed in your lotter, rea-
sons which justify you for not contributing
toward the erection of a New Orleans
chapel,” you must strangely misconceive
of my sincerity, or greatly underrate my
understanding poor as it may be. You
assumo premises which you very well
know would not be conceded by any roli-
gious man in the south; and from them
you conclude against the propriety of the
contribution solicited, and then—(I will got
characterize the proceeding;) and thea you
suppose [ wust see reason, 1o what you have
written, for withholding the contribution.
I most certainly had no other claims
on you than those created by o bona file
purpose of Glorifying God, and advancing
the interests of true religion. | presented
thuse claims to you as toone who had both
these objects in high regurd. Whether
you have sacrificel these objects to the
interests of an excited and a fanatical
association—whether you have beea held
back from this good work by mistaken
apprehensions of the religion of the south
—or whethor the religion of the south
18 itsell involved in error on this subject,
would perhaps as little become mo to
determine, as it becomes you to doter-
mine, as you have done, of the heath-
enish character, or, at least, mutillutod
state of the religion of the south.—It is
certain, however, that if the religion of
the south is such as you represent it, there
is a sterne and tremenduous obligation on
you, and such as you, to send uod bring
the whoale of the true religion among us.
Many of  us, on this supposition are
“perishing for lack of knowedge;” and the
worst of it is, the Biole itself will not sup-
ply this lack gous. We cannot find the
character of our religion thus drawn in

then; and on such as you it is incumbent
to teach us,
cedonia, wnd help us.  Think not you have
done enough, or, indeed done any thing,
while your lectures against southern idola.
try and heathenism are confined to north-
ern audiences; who, though they framed
our idols and forced them upon us, have
themselves cast their iduls to the moles
and bats, content with the price of iniqui-
ty which they have treasured up, in ex-
change forthose they haveset upamong us.
Come, | repeat, or send; that we may be
taught the whole of the true religion. In
this great work you cannot, certainly, fear
that you will repeat the delusion which so
long held you in the front rank of eolopi

zation advocates, in the best days of you

mental vigor! Or would it be too much
merey to us wretched idolatrous heathen,
to convert us from the error of our ways,
and turn us from wour idols to the living
God? Why waste the noble energies sy
mind, and other resources wilh which
Providence has endowed you and your co-
adjutors, Birney and the beloved sisters

Sarah and Angeline Grimke, in lecturing

those who are not iavolved in it, on the
sin of Southern idolatry? Or, perhaps
| mistake the purpose of your movements.
You may be training a band of missiona-
ries for this purpose. Ifs0 what is it ia-
tended shall be their outfit? Will they
come to us with the simple Gospel? Or
may we expect the Gospel to be supported
by a violated constitution, on the one
hand and by a severed union on the oth-
er? And will these carry fire and the
sword as the cogent arguments by which
the whole of the true religion 18 to be urg-
ed upon our voluntary accoptance? |(not,
why delay the commencement of your
preaching the true religion among us in its
entireness? Willthe | becomo more
r shall we be-
come more disposed to receive it, at your
hands, in proportion to the injury which
nst us
denunciatory lectyres at the north?
nothing in this letter, upou the
htor wrong of slavery in
abstract. Every conscientious man
that holds slaves must believe that it is
right, inthe circumstances in which he
holds them; and, till he is convinced to
the contrary of this, no denunciations up-

iy 4

on general principles, much less _upon
:ﬁ';pliad p:ninnl: of the Jewish Scrip-

can convinee him of sin, or -Td.orm
him, Maoy of the religious mgn of the

south belicve that in existing circam-

conducive to the

religious men, and , that the

yminary is situa-
young men {rom
. |being martyrs to the abolition doctrines
I regret that I was so long in seeing | which the
leased to
dosignuto my ‘kind-hearted interest-
ling It is not two weeks sinee it

The
religion of the south is stainless of the
!mll of mobbing and lynching. It would
eprecalte theso things, though directed

. fnnnl abolitioniats,
as sincerely as the religion of the north
to me, though
mewhusuppud that the theo-
]

take measures tosecure those who were

Come over, then, to our Ma-

to be slaveholders.
lone can they effeetually perform the ime
portant service in behalf of tho slave,
which your benevolence toward me has
prompted you to wish I might periorm,
viz: “to open my mouth for the dumb
| have seen a slaveholding minister of the
Gospel a0 this effectively in behalf of the
best interests of the entire colored popula.
tion of & whole state; while the wholo in-
fluence exerted by the abolitionists upon
the condition and prospects of sluves, is o
vil and only evil. Itsoffect is ta rivet the
fetters of slavery, and to increase the pri-
Vations and ips of the slave. You
sir; when u “colonization daly-
sion,” did eff: well as oloquemnt-
ly “open your mouth for the dumb.” T'ha
burdens of tho slave were sensibly lossen-
ed by the measures adopted by you and
your philanthropic condutors in that ne-
blest of human enterprises; and the shae.
kles of many hundreds of slaves wore
thrown off} and those of thousands of otli-
ers manifestly loosenad by the eloquence
ofyour judicious ploadings in behalf of hu-
manity: but alas! you saw proper to
change the one of pleading (or that of de-
nunciation; and in a moment, your infly-
ence changes sides. The prison doors
which had epened at the solicitations of
the advoecate of colonization, closed with
violence belore the communds of the abali-
tion lecturer. T'he mild light of hope,
which yoa had thrownupon the prospeet
of the prisoner, by your exhibition of Af'rie
ca's rising sun, was exchanged for the
gloom of despair, the moment you tanght
the black wman to look for his freodom
and happiness on the soil of the Amer.
iean continent.  Did the black man of
America understand the scope and bearing
of the influence which your recovery irom
colonization delusion exerts upon his cone
dition, ho would, whether free or hond, las
ment that recovery as the saddest lapse in
your moral character whicheould have acts
ed upon him.—Aad you, sir, il vou could re-
alize the evil influence of't hat ¢hange, upon
the condition and prospects of the black
man, would, | have no doubt, curse the
hour & the instrumentality of that chango
a3 heartily as Job ever cursed the hourof
{ hig birth, and the man who carried the tis
{dings of that event to his fathee. T'o me,
[ ns the sincere feiend of the black man, and
|n[m placed inn position (rom which | can
| see tho bearing of the influences exerted
upon his condition and future prospects,

that sacred book. We must be taught,|ihe change which you consider un escapa

| lrom delusion to truth—{rom an atlitude
of hospitality to the interests of the black
ruee, to one of transcendent beneficeuce to
it, appears to be one calling for mourning,
(lamentation, and we, from every (riend of
that ple; while it, and like changes,
at]‘ordpzumcnsiun ol exultation and triumph
to the ultra slaveholder, as it tends to por-
putuate the bondage of the black man, by
disgusting the white man against every
measure which tends, no matter how roe
motely, to- the accomplishment of his e-
munci]laiion. Men, and even whole com-
munities, who were fastapproximating the
point at which they would volunurily
have loosed the futters of their slaves, and
fafforded them the opportunity ol being (ree
indeed, have been driven by the hea long,
and, forgive me fov saying it, the incen-
diary meacﬁ&_rl‘ northern abolitionists,
to retrace thele steps—to add strength to
the chains oliheir bondmen. And Gerrit
Smith, Esqr., the far-famed philanthropist,
the friend of the nugro, is an agent of first-
rate efficiency in accumulating theso evils
upon his devoted friends! Ii such be the
operation of his kindness, may Heaven
sgicnld him from his enmity!

Be assured, my dear sir, though [ had
hoped a contribution of from $500 to
$1000 from you, for the church, whose
agent I have the honor to be, my disap.
pointment in meeting a refusal did not ex-
cite one hall the regret that was oceasion-
ed by witnesstng what I consider such an
instance of mental alienation—for [ can-
not suppose your moral feelings so perver-
ted—as that which your present course,
and especially your letter to me, indicates.
You and the sober part of mankind,
agreed to consider you as very much in
your sonses; and most agree that you
were making an excellent use of those
senses, when you were a leading star in
the phalanx of colonization philanthropist.
You must not wonder, then, if the sober
part of mankind deplore, ns the hallucina«
tion of frenzy, the strenuous effort you
are now making to pull down what you
were so lon t;mp!n)‘cfl in building up;and
exclaim, "l-liow 13 tho most fine gold be-
come dim!" ; :

[ ussure you no ill-natured sentimont to-
ward you has place in my bosom,—
True, the unceremonious and, as [ think,
uncourteous manner in which you have
dragged me before the publie, and the dog-
matical denunciation of’ the religion of a
large community of Christians with whom
[ wn associnted, are, in themaslves, offen-
ces of no moderate mnlignily: but then, as
[ cannot bring myself'to believe that your
heart was privy to any intention to give

offence, | cannot bo offended.  Fanaticismy

nt point in your erusade againat siave- |quiot the angry passions of the commu- | ministers of religion, Md’ be kngwn

when sincere, though guilty of the wtmoss




